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girl discovers her love to a youth. Wolfgang consented at once, and his new acquaintances dispatched the rhymed love letter in a disguised hand to a foolish young man, who was now thoroughly convinced that a girl whom he had been timidly courting was madly in love with him. As the happy lover wished nothing more ardently than to be able to answer in verse, Goethe's services were again appealed to. The happy youth showed his gratitude by giving an evening party at the home of his mediators, and there Goethe was astonished to meet a wonderfully pretty girl, a cousin of Pylades's acquaintances. He could not rid his mind of her image, and as he had no immediate occasion to return to her cousins' house he sought her in the church that he might have his fill of gazing on her during the long service. The farcical love affair soon brought Goethe again to the cousins' and to beautiful Gretchen. He was to compose a poetical answer to the lover's letter, and gladly undertook the commission, thinking only of Gretchen and drawing his inspiration from her, dreaming that she might some day send such a letter to him. When, in the absence of the cousins, he showed Gretchen his lyrical effusions, she begged him not to allow himself to be used as a tool in such a matter, which would lead to no good, but rather to put the poem in his pocket and go home. To be sure, it was a pity, she added, that such a fine poem could not serve some genuine purpose. Goethe eagerly took her at her word and asked her in a loving tone if she would like to sign the letter. When after some hesitation she did it, the young man was beside himself with joy, sprang up, and was about to embrace her. But she started back and begged him to take his poem and leave.
The more Goethe became intoxicated with Gretchen's apparent confession of her love, the more painful was the separation from the object of his adoration which followed his withdrawal from her cousins' stupid trick. But in a short time they approached him again, thinking to make use of his talent for another purpose. They brought him an order for a dirge and a wedding song, the honorarium